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What is Certification? 

 We assist the small disadvantaged business to compete 

more fairly for public contracting, opening up unique 

opportunities for mentoring and teaming. We inform  

business owners about the processes of government 

procurement. 
 

 We ensure that only eligible firms participate. 

Certification requires on-going vetting of ownership, 

independence, and licensing that sets a standard for 
quality and consistency. 

 

 We assist business owners in competing outside the 

programs, educating them about marketing and 

financial resources, encouraging their participation in 
local networking events. 



 Advantage in bidding on goal-orientated contracts 

 State, county, city – anything financed by tax dollars 

 Large firms have policies to engage and foster utilization of 

certified firms – mentoring  

 Eligible to compete for awards aside from goals 

 $10,000 direct award  (State), Sheltered Market 

 $50,000 professional services, limited competitions 

 Registration with ODOT Emergency Contractors directory 

 First four years of certification may apply for BOLI Bond exemption 

from CCB 

 Opportunities specifically available to ESB firms 

 May compete for $100,000 Direct award through ODOT ESB Small 

Contractors program 

Benefits of Certification 



 Contracting Agencies 

Department of Administration (DAS) 

Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) 

Department of Corrections (DOC) 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) 

Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) 

Oregon Health Authority/Department of Human Services (OHA/DHS) 

Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation (ODPR) 

Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) 

Oregon State University 

University of Oregon 

Cities of Portland, Beaverton, Hillsboro, Eugene 

Multnomah County 

Metro 

TriMet 

Airports 

Lane Transit District 
Portland Housing Bureau 



Goods and Services contracted 

by Government Agencies  

Construction, Engineering, Architecture services  

Building Maintenance and cleaning 
Metal fabrication  

Landscaping  

Kitchen equipment  

Uniforms and safety equipment 
Fresh fruit-vegetables, frozen/canned food  

Refrigeration repair  

Medical supplies  

Recreation equipment  

Laundry supplies 
Adult foster care provider 

Nurses 

Forestry/Fire Suppression 
Consulting 

Translation 



 



How much does certification cost? 

 Certification is free of charge in the State 

of Oregon 

 

 All services provided by COBID are free 

including assistance in filling out an 

application 

 

 Most services provided by SBDC, GCAP, 

SBA, ODOT, etc. are free with the 

exception of special trainings 
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